
In recent years child pornography has come to the forefront of the internet.  This has 

intern caused new laws to be enacted. With these laws, sentencing is stickier and judges 

have less latitude. 

 

If you work on computers you should be aware of State statue 586.110 requiring law 

enforcement be notified when any child pornography is found. 

 

This guide has the basic DO’S and DON’T’S of child pornography, including some 

Missouri statutes.   

 

Whether the accused is an adult or a minor the laws are the same, it is a felony. 

If you consider child pornography like it is Methamphetamine, you should be ok. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Don’ts  
 

Don’t turn off the computer. 

 

Turning the computer off can sometimes change up to 100 files.  This could overwrite 

evidence, of someone’s guilt or innocence. 

 

 

 

Don’t look around on the computer. 

The computer is now a crime scene and looking around in it is altering the machine, 

therefore spoiling evidence.  It would be like picking up the gun next to the body and 

firing it.   

 

 

Don’t under any circumstances delete anything, period. 

 

If you delete a Child Pornography picture you are destroying evidence.  It is a felony and 

you most likely will be arrested and charged. 

 

 

Don’t move the computer anywhere, period. 

 

If you take the computer somewhere, like to your computer tech, you are now in 

possession of and transporting Child Pornography, another felony. 

 

 

Don’t accuse anyone and don’t spread rumors. 

 

Always remember if the suspect is not guilty there will most likely be lawsuits. 

In attorney language, get your checkbook out. 

 

 

Don’t make copies of any thing. 

 

Don’t try to copy anything from the machine. When they do the forensics they will be 

able to tell if there was an external drive attached, and they will be looking for it.  You 

don’t want to have to explain what you did.  You will be given access to your business 

documents at a later time. 

 

 

 

 

 



DO’S 
 

 

DO secure the scene. 

 

It is important to be able to say no one has touched the computer or changed anything 

from when you found Child Pornography. 

 

DO contact a supervisor. 

 

Don’t take all of this on yourself.  Even if you are a supervisor there is always someone 

above you. 

 

DO call the police. 

 

It is the law that you call law enforcement.  If a minor is involved also call child 

protection services. 

 

DO follow the instructions of law enforcement.  NO ONE ELSE. 

 

Follow their instructions to the T. It is very important you make no mistakes and preserve 

evidence. 

 

DO get the name and badge number of the officer you talk to and write it down. 

 

At this point if possible have a witness with you while talking to the police. 

 

DO allow the detectives do whatever it is they need. 

 

Once the police arrive it is now their pig so to speak.   

 

DO get a receipt for the computer. 

 

They are going to take it with them. It is their job and you may not get it back for a long 

time.  If there are critical files on it that you need to do business, there are ways to get 

copies of them.  Don’t bug them about that now, you should mention it but don’t push it 

at this point.   

 

DO let them know if there are any classified or HIPAA issues with the machine. 

 

They need to know if there are issues with data that may be protected information.  Make 

sure they put it in their report.  In some cases the authorities will have to get a warrant to 

seize the computer.  This could make for a very long day. 

 

 

 



Some Hints. 

 

Most Sheriff’s departments report everything to the news.   

 

Most Police departments only report arrests.  They have too many calls to print. 

 

To protect yourself and the company do not talk about the incident.  

 

Pay close attention to what is said and done; you may have to testify in court.  

 

Keep a log of everyone that was called, when they arrived, what was said and what was 

done. 

 

If there is an incident you can contact us anytime at 573-303-4271.  We will come to 

your facility and assist you with the process, anytime, night or day. 

 

We have included copies of some Missouri statues pertaining to Child Pornography. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

**We are not attorneys and this should not be taken as legal advice. 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 



 


